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FOOD

GALLERY OF DISHES

Top chefs and mixologists reveal their creativity, and turn even the
simplest menus into memorable plates of art, writes VICKI WILLIAMS

ArtBasel HongKong 2018 s an
excitingtime for artlovers. Italso
allows some chefsand
mixologists in Hong Kongto
showofftheirartisticside, with
special menus or cocktails.

Until March31, the Michelin-
starred Mandarin Grill + Bar has
been turned intoa chicgallery
celebrating theartisticworld of
Konstantin Bessmertny, in
conjunction with Art Advisory
CONSIGG. Guests will feast their
eyeson provocativeart and dine
on inspiring interpretations
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can beseen with the use of
sakura, either directlyoras an
inspiration. The dish “HaruNo
Umi” combinessea bream,

celebrates !hc arl.isl’s art. Onthe
food side,

andlemon juice. Armam/Aquals

signaturedishesas Miso cod
with Dutch black

thefeature attraction—a slcak

trufflefries, hlghhghunglhc
artist'sloveofJapan, anda
Seafood Bouillabaisse, with the

vibrant artist's paint palette. On
‘Thursday, Aqua Spiritwill co-
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Oneofthemostvisually
interesting s the “Tokyo Batido”
at TokyoLima. This sweetand
quirky cocktail isservedina tall
glasswith apaper straw,witha
Cotton candy pi inside
combining Capucana whisky,
coconutwater, limejuice, agave
and fresh strawberries topped
with rose lemonade. Meanwhile,
Pirata pays homage to vermouth
‘with its “Botanico” cocktail, and
The Optimist highlights the
artistic nature of figs.

PROFILE OF ANTOINE D’AGATA

Photographer inspired by
life in the margins of society

Lee Hill-choi

Ifartis the imitation of nature, as
Plato suggested, thework of
photographer-film director
Antoine D'Agata reflects human
natureat its most: msalubnous
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intheworld, Magnum Photos, in
2004, In the same year, D'Agata
shothis first short film Le Ventre
duMonde (The World'sBelly),
which led to hislong feature film,
Aka Ana, shot in Tokyo in 2006.
D'Agata didnothavea typical
upbringing, spending his
teenage years inviolent combat
for political militancyand was
fascinated by those he sawliving
on the margins of society—he
cameinto contact with
prostitutes, junkies and thugs.
D'Agata’s work reflects the

y menu as part of Lan Kwai Fong’s Savouring Art month.

Cé La Vi presents chocolate
coffee mousse with coffee
ganache and rosé wine cherry.
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violatingall rules, and generating
myownwaytounderstand the
worldand define a position
inside. In this process, theactof
taking photographs acceptsno
compromise. It involves pushing
thephysicallimits of!life, and
relentlessly and desperately
tryingto possess the world
through images.”

“Contamination” by Antoine
D'Agataopens at Charbon Art
Spacs, 44 Wong ChukHangRd

29at6pm, inthe

pmscncc oftheartistand
curator. The exhibition runs
until May 25.



